The Moray Forest Runs Series got off to a record-breaking start at Culbin on Wednesday night. As is normal for the Culbin race, it rained, despite all the promises otherwise of the Met Office. Nevertheless it didn’t deter the 203 senior entrants or the 121 juniors from burning off a few calories on the tracks and trails of one of Scotland’s most beautiful forest areas. As usual, the event received fantastic support from local businesses, with the Forres branch of Lidl providing a mountain of goodies for the refreshment table, while the Scottish Co-Op once again supplied every runner with a banana. The Kinloss Spar store helped with the junior refreshments.
The senior 5-mile race was dominated by Forres Harrier Robbie Paterson who ran powerfully to push Keith’s Jeremy Whittet into a breathless 2nd place while Moray Road Runner Gareth Jenkins grabbed 3rd spot. Looking extremely impressive was Inverness Harrier Jenny Bannerman. The 24-year old cruised home in 15th place to finish as 1st female with fellow Invernessian Freya Tetley (U21) well over 2 minutes back in 2nd, although 40 seconds clear of yet another Inverness Harrier – Jackie Mair. The main prize winners went home with a Buff – a trendy piece of headgear much favoured by runners made by Buffera Ltd who had donated 10 to the event.
There was cause for celebration by Tom McWilliam in 14th place (Inverness Harriers, naturally) as he went home with a fine bottle of champagne donated by the Knockomie Hotel in Forres in recognition of the Culbin event’s 14th anniversary. There were spot prizes for 50th, 100th, 114th and 150th donated by the National Trust and the old Mill Inn at Brodie.

The junior races attracted their usual crowd of enthusiastic young athletes and Conan Smith from West End Primary improved on his second place from last year to claim a 9-second win over Ben Cameron (Applegrove). In 3rd was Aiden Smith, also from West End, who at only 9 years of age improved on last year’s 7th place. For the girls it was Lucy Grant from Keith who made the long trip worthwhile by finishing in 7th overall to be first girl with Ruby Dunkley (Auldearn) in 2nd and Niamh Whelan (Milnes) 3rd.  All four winners emulated the senior podium placers by going home proudly sporting a Buff.
Dominating the Under 16s race was Johnstone Macpherson-Stewart from Forres Academy who had to settle for 2nd last year but despite being only 3 seconds quicker than in 2011 over the 1.5-mile course he was never in danger of being overtaken by schoolmate Harry Hurst who finished 19 seconds off the pace in 2nd. Cameron Young from Fortrose High showed commendable consistency be repeating last year’s 3rd place. Lucy Massie – a young lady who is definitely not to be argued with in running terms – was 4th overall having finished 5th in 2011. This gave her a 5-second victory over Grace Whelan (Milnes) and Zoe Hayward (Forres).

Organised as a fundraiser for a planned extension to the Village Hall at Dyke, this year’s event looks set to have raised close to £1,000, and hall treasurer Mike Rodgers who had organised the event was highly delighted at the outcome. “The Forest Runs Series seems to have caught the imagination of local runners and it’s certainly made a huge difference to keeping our hall going. Roseisle Hall Committee, supported by Forres Harriers, are organising the next race in 2 weeks time and I hope they get the fantastic support that we’ve had today. We managed to make everything run fairly smoothly although one thing we never seem to get right is picking a dry day. We’re all pretty wet and exhausted but it’s been worth it.”
